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It being impracticable to express in these columns the 
divergent views of the thousands of members of the 
American Peace Society, full responsibility for the utter- 
ances of this magazine is assumed by the Editor. 



THIS SOCIETY 

Fbiends of this Society will wish to know that its 
call for $15,000 to meet the offer of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace has met with a 
kindly and generous response. There remains a little 
over $5,000 yet to be raised, and that within the next 
few weeks, before the amount can be completed. 



The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the American Peace Society will be held in Wash- 
ington, Friday afternoon, May 27, at 3 o'clock. 



Not only the members, but any friends of the 
American Peace Society, are urged to furnish the 
Editor with any information calculated to promote the 
cause of an international peace of justice. At no time 
throughout its century of effort has its program and 
policies been so openly advocated by men in positions of 
political authority as now. The opportunity for con- 
structive effort is before the American Peace Society 
as never before. The organized intelligence and good- 
will of men may now be expected to turn once more to 
the overthrow of the system that threatens and wrecks 
the hopes of the world. But every unit of energy is 
needed. 



THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE A VICTORY 
FOR RIGHT THINKING 

IN his message, delivered personally to the extraordi- 
nary session of the 67th Congress, Tuesday, April 12, 
President Harding spoke to the world the hope and 
conscience of thinking America. 

It is common sense, a kind of sense that is never too 
common, to begin the job of reconstruction by putting 
our "own house in order." Surely our expenditures 
must be well within the limits of our national income, 
and our war debt "must be cared for in orderly fund- 
ing and gradual liquidation." Our expenditure of 
$5,000,000,000 a year constitutes an "unbearable bur- 
den." In the absence of international agreements upon 
tariff regulations, we are even willing to accede, for the 
present, to the President's insistence upon "the policy 
of protection." A national budget system is a plain 
business demand. The unnatural restrictions upon 
trade must be removed, and so on down the list. In his 
reference to the attitude of the government toward our 
returned soldiers, the President reveals an acquaintance 
with the best in our social philosophy when he says, "We 
must strengthen rather than weaken the moral fiber of 
the beneficiaries, and humanize all efforts so that re- 
habilitation shall be attended by respiritualization." 
Yes, "Congress ought to wipe the stain of barbaric 
lynching from the banners of a free and orderly repre- 
sentative democracy." All this is plain horse sense. 

But it is the President's conception of international 
relations that most concerns readers of the Advocate 
of Peace. He has heard the call for reduced expendi- 
ture upon the military branch of our government; he 
"is in accord with the wish to eliminate the burden of 
heavy armament," and he is "ready to co-operate with 
other nations to approximate disarmament." He be- 
lieves "that a system of voluntary military training may 
offer to our young manhood advantages of physical de- 
velopment, discipline, and commitment to service and 
constitute the army reserve in return for the training." 
Then Mr. Harding proceeds to remove the "uncertainties 
respecting some phases of our foreign relationship." 
We now know that the United States is to have nothing 
to do with the so-called League of Nations. The Presi- 
dent's language upon this point is so important, it 
needs to be read with care : 
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